
2005 Zone 9 Meeting 
 

On April 2, 2005, Purdue University West Lafayette hosted its first zone meeting for 
the Society of Physics Students Zone 9. In attendance were about 40 society members 
representative of half a dozen schools.  
 

We began the day with a continental 
breakfast and check- in. The meeting then 
opened with a talk on the World Year of 
Physics and different ways it is being 
celebrated in the physics community given 
by our advisor and Purdue Physics faculty 
member, Prof. Ian Shipsey. After the 
opening ceremonies, we moved on to the 
student poster presentations. A group from 
Highland Community College including 
Jauhar Khalid, Benjamin Morhardt, Christopher Petta, and Christopher Williams 
presented a poster on their work on a large trebuchet. They even brought in a small 
working model. Following the poster viewing was the first information session of the 
day offering the topic selections How to Run a Successful Chapter, Time Management, 
and What’s There to Being Applied (Physics)?, and students were asked in their 
registration form to list their topic preference. After this information session was a 
lunch of Subway sandwiches.  

 
Following lunch was our second 

information session providing the topics Being 
a Good Leader, Member Retention, and Jobs in 
Physics. After the information session, we had 
a Graduate School Panel comprised of physics 
seniors and graduate students who recently 
went through the graduate school application 
and preparation procedure. We then had a 
coffee break and social hour during which a 
short tour of campus was given to interested 
persons.  

 
Following the coffee was a talk given by a Purdue 

Philosophy faculty member, Prof. Martin Curd, on “The Principle of 
Locality from Newton to Bell.” Afterwards, tours were given of our 
high energy physics silicon detector laboratory, optics and laser 
laboratory, and PRIMELab, Purdue’s own particle accelerator used 
primarily for material dating. We then listened to student talks by 
Anna Treaster of Purdue University on her work with WMAP, the 
Highland Community College group on their trebuchet, and Ian 
Roederer from Indiana University Bloomington on his work on detecting Red Giants in 
a minor dwarf galaxy. The day was then closed with dinner of pizza with a talk by 

 

 
Graduate School Panel 
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Prof. Stephen Durbin of the Purdue Physics 
department on the history and influence of 
Einstein for entertainment. Awards were given 
to the Highland Community group for best 
poster and Ian Roederer for best talk.  

 
The day went smoothly, and everyone 

left happy. The Purdue team of officers worked 
hard to ensure this outcome. The Purdue officers 
are Julia Novak, President; Kyle English, Vice-

President; James Johnson, Treasurer; Nichole Bunda, Secretary; Kathleen O’Hearn, 
Publicist; Scott Burdick, Activities Director; and Krystal Tyler, Lounge Store Stock 
Girl.  

 
Included below is the official schedule of events for the day.  

 
 

Time   Event Room 
9:00   Check In, Breakfast- Coffee, Juice, Bagels, Donuts 242 

10:00   Opening Ceremony: World Year of Physics 223 
10:30   Poster Displays 238 
11:30 

  

Info Session I 
How to Run a Successful Chapter 
Time Management 
What's There to Being "Applied?" (Physics) 

 
338 
350 
398 

12:00   Subway Lunch and Physics Competition 238 
1:00 

  

Info Session II 
Being a Good Leader 
Member Retention 
Jobs in Physics 

 
338 
350 
398 

1:30   Graduate School Info Fair 238 
2:00   Coffee and Social Hour 242 
3:00   Physics and Philosophy: The Principle of Locality from Newton to Bell 

     -Professor Martin Curd 
223 

4:00   Lab Tours TBA 
5:00   Student Talks 223 
6:00   Dinner, Awards, Closing Remarks: 

Pizza and Einstein's Legacy 
 
238 

8:00   Dismissal  

 

 


