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Who	  I	  am	  

•  A	  rising	  senior	  at	  Minnesota	  State	  University,	  
Moorhead	  

•  BS	  in	  Physics	  (emphasis	  in	  Astronomy)	  and	  BA	  
in	  Mathema&cs	  

•  Interests	  include	  stellar	  spectroscopy,	  
observa&onal	  cosmology,	  computa&onal	  
astrophysics,	  job	  search	  and	  networking	  



Outline	  
•  About	  Career	  Pathways	  Project	  
•  Features	  iden&fied	  in	  department	  visit	  reports	  
•  Developing	  an	  outline	  for	  a	  career	  workshop	  
•  Working	  with	  a	  professional	  writer	  on	  my	  
resume	  

•  A@ending	  a	  job	  fair	  
•  Some	  &ps	  on	  networking	  
•  Project	  outcome	  



About	  Career	  Pathways	  Project	  

“Physics	  is	  oTen	  perceived	  as	  an	  academic	  
major	  with	  no	  direct	  path	  to	  a	  job,	  nor	  any	  
direct	  applica&on	  to	  society,	  despite	  its	  high	  
job	  placement	  rate	  and	  direct	  applica&on	  to	  
energy,	  medicine,	  computer	  hardware	  and	  
soTware,	  and	  many	  areas	  of	  vital	  
concern”	  	  	  	  (The	  NSF	  grant	  proposal,	  Olsen,	  
Redmond	  and	  Czujko).	  



Common	  Department	  Features	  
•  Research	  experience-‐on	  or	  off	  campus	  
•  Faculty	  commitment	  to	  students	  
•  Strong	  student	  community	  
•  Mul&ple	  tracks	  or	  curricular	  flexibility	  
•  University	  Career	  Development	  Office	  
•  Lab	  experiences-‐courses	  
•  Excep&onal	  staff	  member	  
•  Recruitment	  of	  majors	  
•  Physics	  seminars	  on	  careers	  
•  External	  advisory	  commi@ee	  
•  Ac&ve	  outreach	  ac&vi&es	  
•  Rela&onship	  with	  alumni	  



Self-‐assessment	  exercise	  for	  a	  Career	  
Workshop	  

•  Lab	  experience	  
•  Programming	  
•  Complex	  Problem	  Solving	  
•  Advanced	  Mathema&cs	  
•  Communica&on	  
•  21st	  Century	  Skills	  



Resume-‐then	  



Resume-‐now	  



Job	  fairs	  

•  Job	  fair	  prepara&on	  (What	  to	  research)	  
•  Spend	  some&me	  on	  your	  resume	  
•  Wear	  professional	  clothes	  
•  Take	  	  &me	  to	  answer	  ques&ons	  
•  Networking	  



Online	  Networking	  

•  Set	  up	  a	  LinkedIn	  account.	  
•  Join	  groups	  that	  interest	  you	  most.	  
•  Twi@er	  limits	  your	  thoughts	  in	  140	  characters.	  
•  Do	  not	  post	  random	  tweet	  updates,	  especially	  
which	  do	  not	  tell	  much	  about	  your	  
professional	  life.	  



Project	  outcome	  

•  Learned	  a	  great	  deal	  about	  wri&ng	  and	  publishing.	  	  
•  Composed	  department	  feature	  report	  that	  will	  be	  used	  

in	  future	  department	  visits	  by	  the	  Career	  Pathways	  
project	  team.	  

•  Prepared	  an	  eight-‐page	  technical	  report	  and	  a	  four-‐	  page	  
informal	  report	  on	  	  a@ending	  a	  job	  fair.	  

•  Shared	  thoughts	  on	  Career	  Using	  Physics	  website	  for	  the	  
SPS.	  h@p://www.spsna&onal.org/cup/	  

•  Ini&ated	  working	  on	  Career	  Pathways	  Project	  poster	  
which	  will	  be	  displayed	  at	  the	  Physics	  Congress,	  2012.	  



Thank	  you	  
•  Thomas	  Olsen	  
•  Kendra	  Redmond	  
•  Roman	  Czujko	  
•  Gary	  White	  
•  Toni	  Sauncy	  
•  Elizabeth	  Hook	  
•  Tracy	  Schwab	  
•  Bonnie	  Feldman	  
•  Jus&n	  Stewart	  

•  Sacha	  Durham-‐	  Purnell	  
•  Lydia	  Quijada	  
	  
This	  work	  was	  supported	  in	  part	  by	  
a	  grant	  from	  the	  Na&onal	  Science	  
Founda&on,	  “Expanding	  the	  STEM	  
Workforce	  by	  Equipping	  Physics	  
Bachelors	  Degree	  Recipients	  and	  
their	  Departments	  to	  Address	  the	  
Full	  Range	  of	  Career	  Op&ons”.	  
	  	  
	  

	  


