
SPS	
  Summer	
  2010	
  

Alex	
  Tuna,	
  Duke/Penn	
  

Mather	
  Intern	
  

Scien;sts	
  and	
  Engineers	
  for	
  America	
  
&	
  

Rep.	
  Bill	
  Foster	
  (D-­‐IL	
  14)	
  



Quick	
  Background	
  



Mather	
  Internship	
  

•  Summer	
  at	
  CERN,	
  semester	
  of	
  science	
  policy	
  
– Science	
  without	
  policy	
  =	
  Swimming	
  without	
  geSng	
  wet	
  

•  Enter	
  the	
  Mather	
  Internship	
  
– Dr.	
  John	
  Mather,	
  NASA	
  physicist	
  

•  Nobel	
  prize	
  for	
  COBE,	
  CMB	
  

– Spend	
  a	
  summer	
  in	
  DC	
  



Part	
  1	
  

Scien;sts	
  and	
  Engineers	
  for	
  America	
  
(SEA)	
  



SEA	
  –	
  Nonpar;san,	
  nonprofit	
  

•  Mission:	
  To	
  promote	
  evidence-­‐based	
  decision	
  making	
  in	
  at	
  all	
  
levels	
  of	
  our	
  government	
  by	
  
–  raising	
  the	
  level	
  of	
  debate	
  on	
  science	
  policy	
  during	
  elec;ons	
  
–  encouraging	
  people	
  with	
  scien;fic	
  and	
  engineering	
  training	
  to	
  run	
  for	
  

office	
  
–  facilita;ng	
  the	
  par;cipa;on	
  of	
  scien;sts	
  and	
  engineers	
  in	
  poli;cs	
  and	
  

civic	
  life	
  
–  educa;ng	
  the	
  public	
  about	
  their	
  elected	
  officials’	
  posi;ons	
  of	
  various	
  

science	
  policies	
  

•  Virtual	
  summer	
  intern?	
  
–  10	
  hr/week	
  
–  Weekly	
  assignments	
  
–  Not	
  Alex	
  



SEA	
  –	
  DC	
  Beat	
  Reporter	
  

•  New	
  posi;on	
  tailored	
  to	
  full-­‐;me,	
  in-­‐house	
  intern	
  

•  Aaend	
  and	
  write	
  about	
  hot	
  topic	
  events	
  on/around	
  
the	
  Hill	
  



SEA	
  –	
  DC	
  Beat	
  Reporter	
  

•  By	
  the	
  numbers	
  
– 6	
  weeks	
  
– 20	
  events	
  
– 13	
  write-­‐ups	
  



SEA	
  –	
  DC	
  Beat	
  Reporter	
  

www.sefora.org	
  



Part	
  2	
  

Rep.	
  Bill	
  Foster	
  (D-­‐IL	
  14)	
  



Rep.	
  Bill	
  Foster	
  

•  Why	
  Bill	
  Foster?	
  
– Physicist!	
  
– Educated	
  at	
  UW-­‐Madison	
  (BS)	
  and	
  Harvard	
  (PhD)	
  
– Worked	
  at	
  Fermilab	
  for	
  22	
  years	
  

•  CDF	
  detector	
  

•  Discovery	
  of	
  the	
  top	
  quark	
  



Life	
  as	
  an	
  intern	
  in	
  Foster’s	
  office	
  

•  Primary	
  responsibility:	
  Cons;tuent	
  services	
  
– Emails,	
  faxes,	
  mail	
  

– Tours	
  
– Phones	
  
– Leaers	
  

•  Other	
  responsibili;es:	
  Odd	
  jobs	
  
– Aaending	
  hearings/briefings	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  staffer	
  
– General	
  errands	
  



Life	
  as	
  an	
  intern	
  in	
  Foster’s	
  office	
  

•  Extracurricular	
  ac;vi;es	
  
– Aaending	
  interes;ng	
  hearings	
  and	
  briefings	
  
– Chat	
  with,	
  observe	
  full-­‐;me	
  staffers	
  
–  Intern	
  lecture	
  series	
  	
  	
  



Conclusions	
  

•  Experience	
  science	
  policy	
  from	
  two	
  very	
  different	
  
perspec;ves	
  

•  SEA	
  (outsider):	
  votes,	
  press	
  releases	
  
– Global	
  perspec;ve	
  

•  Rep.	
  BF	
  (insider):	
  cons;tuents,	
  party	
  obliga;ons	
  
– Local	
  perspec;ve	
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