SPS/ZITZ Chapter database/SPS Information Handbook

AIP staff have successfully overhauled the process for receiving and maintaining SPS
and Sigma Pi Sigma chapter information. A new on-line, dynamic database was created
to store and track historical information. Chapters can update and view their
officer/contact information at any time through the SPS National website.

http://www.aip.org/spsinfo/welcome.jsp
Welcome to the SPS Information Handbook update form

Now accepting updates effective: Fall Semester, 2007

This information is the basis for which listings in the annual SPS Information Handbook are compiled.
However, in order for SPS Chapters to be considered for the Outstanding Chapter Awards, and for SPS
Advisors to be considered for the Outstanding Chapter Advisor Award ($5,000), the SPS Annual Chapter
Report must be filled out in full and submitted by June 15.

Enter chapter number to access current chapter record

Society of Physics Students Chapter Number
(4-digit number):

—

Submit ‘

Don't know your chapter number? Click here.

The information was previously housed in a desktop publishing document (i.e. the SPS
Information Handbook), for print distribution only. By making the information electronic, SPS
has the capability of greatly enhancing our communication with SPS leadership on the chapter
level. Every officer’s information is “searchable,” allowing for broader email communications.

To assist zone leadership to communicate with chapters in each zone, we have created a password
— protected site that interacts with this new database. We will review/test this new site together at
the Council meeting: http://www.aip.org/spsinfo/webquery/query_login.jsp

Zone Councilors and Associate Zone Councilors can download data files, pulled from stocked
queries pertaining to their zone, including:

e SPS Advisors e Sigma Pi Sigma Advisors
e SPS Chapter Presidents e Sigma Pi Sigma Student leader
e SPS Chapter Officers (ALL)

You can easily email or mail these targeted groups of individuals, depending on the nature of the
correspondence.

Please do not use these lists for anything other than official SPS Council or Zone business.
Product sales or propaganda are prohibited. Upon request, you may share your zone lists with
other chapters who are attempting to organize meetings/events, etc. within your zone. If you do
this, please inform us at sps@aip.org. Please do not share these lists with anyone other than SPS
chapter leadership, specifically for SPS business purposes.

*We will still produce the SPS Information Handbook later this fall.



SPS Partnerships

MentorNet is the award-winning nonprofit electronic mentoring network that addresses the retention and
success of those in engineering, science and mathematics, particularly, but not exclusively, women and
other underrepresented groups. SPS members can now go to http://www.mentornet.net/ and get paired with
a mentor for 8 months regardless of which school they attend. Dr. Ann Viano, current President of Sigma
Pi Sigma, has been a mentor for MentorNet for several years. It has been a positive experience for her. Dr.
Viano is an Associate Professor of Physics at Rhodes College in Memphis, TN.

MentorNet Participation as of 9/12/07

Sigma Pi Sigma
Total Community Members: 86

Mentors signed up: 22 (Matches: 20 - NOTE: Mentors can be matched with multiple protégés.)

Protégés signed up: 10 (Matches: 9)

Society of Physics Students
Total Community Members: 81

Current Society of Physics Students protégés matched: 17
Current Society of Physics Students members matched as mentors: 5

MentorNet

The E-Mentoring Network for Diversity in Engineering and Science

MentorNet Community | One-on-One Mentoring | E-Forum | Resources | Resume Database

MentorNet Partners | Corporations | Colleges & Universities | Government Agencies | Professio
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Cornrnunity Sign In
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UserName:

Password:

"l received constant encouragement, and other helpful advice in r
influence from the moment we emailed each other.” - MentorNet H
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What Does MentorNet Offer?
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5/19/2007
Dear Gary,

I'd like to let you know that, thanks to the help of our many representatives, MentorNet
has reached its goal of 500 pairs for its Spring 2007 outreach campaign.

Congratulations to the organizations listed below, which distinguished themselves with
high levels of participation within their sectors!

Campuses:

University of Wisconsin, Madison
University of Texas, Arlington,
Mississippi State University
University of California, San Diego,
Cornell University

North Carolina State University
University of Waikato

EPFL Swiss Federal Institute of Technology at Lausanne
Grantham University

University of Cambridge

Sponsors:

IBM Corporation

Texas Instruments

3M Corporation

Agilent Technologies

Lockheed Martin Space Systems
Hewlett-Packard Company

Professional Societies:

Society of Women Engineers
Association for Women in Science
Sigma Pi Sigma

Keep in mind that summer is a great time to get mentors into the program. In the early
fall, many of our campuses have a big push to encourage students to join MentorNet,
and it is essential that we have the mentors ready and waiting for them!

Thank you for all your efforts on the behalf of mentoring, diversity, and MentorNet.

MentorNet Program Team




SPS and Sigma Pi Sigma have also recently established a partnership with Tutor.com
(http://www.tutor.com/ ) to get more on-line physics tutors. 2007 SPS intern Andrew Coughlin has been a
Tutor.com tutor for over a year and speaks highly of this company, and of his tutoring experiences. Over
150 SPS members have already applied to become tutors. See the press release for more information,
http://www.spsnational.org/partnerships/tutor.htm.

As of 8/23/07, Tutor.com has
received 132 applications from SPS
tutor.com members. Eight SPS members are
already active tutors.

How |t Waorks | Subjects | Pricing  Our Tutors  Free Mewsletter  Get Started

A Professional Tutor the Minute

You Need Help

Over 1,800 online tutors are available on demand, every day for one-to-one
help with everything from homework to skills building and test prep.

+ Get help online, every day—aor whenever you Tutors in all subjects are available on demand

need it. No appointments needzd, ever Algebra « Calculus = Geometry » Trigonometry

* Meet with an online tutor for as long or as short Physics « Chemistry « English « and maore
as you want. We're flexible and convenient.

* Feel mare confident in school and improve your

graces. Tutor.com Direct - $5 Trial Offer
+ Qver 2.5 million sessions served since 2000 + Get B0 minutas of online tutoring
= A %34 value

Learn how online, on demand tutoring can help
you when you need it most. Short videg

* Connect to a tutar in minutes

Promo Code (optional): |

Your tutors are top notch. We are thrilled
to be part of the Tutar.com family

- George M., parent

SPS is pleased to present the experiences of several members who are involved in the Teach for America
(TFA) program. Teach For America is the national corps of top recent college graduates of all academic
majors who commit to teach for two years in urban and rural public schools and become lifelong leaders in
the effort to expand educational opportunity.

SPS Members Teach For America
Gead about the experiences of these 565 members who are now teaching across the country

TEACHFORAMERICA

Wi teachforamerica.org

SPS is pleasad to present the experiences of several members wha ars involved in the Teach far America (TFA) program. Teach For Amsrica is the national corps of top recent

college graduates of all academic majors who commit to teach for two years in urban and rural public schools and become lifelong leaders in the effort to expand educational
apportunity.

Colleen Gillespie
Physics Teacher

Oakland, €A

"Wt to make a diffsrance in the sducation system? Think you can teach physics better than your high schosl teacher? Apply for Teach For America!®
Read Colleen’s story here...

Diane Grenshaw

Physics Teacher

Miami, FL

"My favorits SPS activities were our outreach projects, and that definitely contributed to my decision to join Teach for America®
Read Diane's interview here...

Y. A Zachary Simmon:
f * 1 9th Grade Physical Science & Physics Teacher




Absolute Zero and the Conquest of Cold, a public broadcasting special and outreach campaign now
scheduled for spring 2008, will demonstrate how civilization has been profoundly affected by the mastery
of cold. SPS is a national Partner of the project, and was be involved in outreach, strategic guidance,

support and in-kind institutional resources.

ABSOLUTE
ZERPE s of cota

Absolute Zero and the Conquest of Cold

Background

-Jﬁ Community Education Guide | JB Science Educators Guide | -’a Spring 2007 Campaign Update

Absolute Zero and the Conguest of Cold, a public broadcasting special and outreach campaign scheduled for 2007, will
demonstrate how civilization has been profoundly affected by the mastery of cold. SPS has become a national Partner of
the project, and will be invaolved in outreach, strategic guidance, support and in-kind institutional resources,

This two-part public television special is a unique blend of science, cultural history and adventure story,
The programs will explore key concepts, significant individuals and events in the field of low-termmperature
physics and the enormous impact that the mastery of cold has had on society through such technologies
as air conditioning, refrigeration and liquefied gases.

Absolute Zero will feature the struggles of philosophers, scientists and engineers over four centuries as
they atternpted to understand the nature of cold, to explore its deepest reaches, to create the "cold
technologies’ that have transformed society and to seel a deeper understanding of matter itself,
Underwritten by the Mational Science Foundation and the Alfred P, Sloan Foundation, the documentaries will be produced
by British Emmy Award winner David Dugan in collaboration with Meredith Burch of Meridian Productions, Inc. in
Wwashington, O.C. The films will be based largely on Tom Shachtman’s acclaimed book by the same name.,

Partnerships

The Coalition on the Public Understanding of
Science (COPUS) is a grassroots effort linking
universities, scientific societies, science centers
and museums, advocacy groups, media, educators,
businesses, and industry in a peer network having
as its goal a greater public understanding of the
nature of science and its value to society. This is
an essential step in re-establishing the nation's role
in the global scientific enterprise. It is critical to
ensuring the long-term social well-being of the
American people.

Americans will be empowered to appreciate the pragmatic

tcomes of science, to distinguish science from non-science,
and to participate in social discourse thaf provides insight info
the nalure of science.

PUS

—a codlition on the lic understanding ¢

find out more.

B COPUS B COPUS Network
HOME ABOUT > PARTICIPATE > PROGRAMS & EVENTS >

The Coalition on the Public Understanding of Science (COPUS) is
a grassroots effort linking universities, scientific societies,
science centers and museums, advocacy groups, media,
educataors, busingsses, and industry in a peer network having as
its goal a greater public understanding of the nature of science
and its value to society. This is an essential step in
re-establishing the nation's role in the global scientific
enterprise. It is critical to ensuring the lang-term sacial
well-being of the American people,

Getting Involved

Participant Log In

Sign up for COPUS updates
Read the COPUS blog

Participate in the COPUS
network

# Meet the COPUS network participants
Learn about events and
+ What is the COPUS Coalition doing? programs
Announcements >

Celebrate Year of Science 2009
10 Aug: COPUS Sponsors Science Communication Workshop

YEAR
SCIENCE

Stem Cell Curriculum - NWABR

This unit, which was designed by teachers

Featured COPUS Network Prn]etts
in conjunction with scientists, ethicists, and curriculum
developers, explores the scientific and ethical issues involved
in stem cell research, The unit begins with an exploration of
planaria as a model organism for stem cell research. Mext,
students identify stages in the development of hurman
embryos and compare the types and potency of stem cells. Students learn about a variety of
techniques used for obtaining stem cells and the scientific and ethical implications of those
techniques. While exploring the ethics of stem cell research, students will develop an awareness of
the many shades of gray that exist among positions of stakeholders in the debate. Students will be
provided an opportunity to become familiar with policies and regulations for stem cell research that
are currently in place in the United States, the issues regarding private and public funding, and the

| =







press room, and links to content in the Understanding Science website currently under
development at www.understandingscience.org.

4. Opportunities to mark 2009 as the anniversary of seminal events in the history of
science: the 200™ anniversary of the birth of Charles Darwin as well as of Abraham
Lincoln, founder of the National Academy of Sciences; the 150th anniversary of the
publication of Darwin’s On the Origin of Species; and the 400" anniversary of the
publication of Johannes Kepler’s first two Laws of Planetary Motion.

5. Collaborations with communications experts on framing scientific communications
most effectively for general public understanding as well as for specific public
constituencies and audience-levels.

6. Summary reports, other deliverables, and follow-up plans after the end of 2009;
opportunities to continue collaborating on public understanding of science projects via
the COPUS network.

Participating organizations in the Year of Science 2009 become part of the COPUS
network and have access to the brands, logos, media coverage, other publicity materials
and database content that are developed for this and related COPUS projects. They will
receive regular updates on what organizations will be doing for this year-long celebration
and will receive assistance in planning events to conform to the overall themes and
branding that will be used throughout 20009.

To learn more about Year of Science 2009 and how to participate, go to
www.yearofscience2009.0rg or contact admin@copusproject.org.

Institutional Contacts: American Institute of Biological Sciences, Richard O’Grady;
National Academy of Sciences, Jay Labov & Barbara Kline Pope; Coalition on the Public
Understanding of Science, Lee Allison & Judy Scotchmoor; National Science Teachers
Association, Gerry Wheeler.



